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BARREIRO'S OJEADA SOBRE NUEVO-MEXICO
LANSING

B.

BLOOM

Early in the year 1828 the federal authorities in Mexico arranged to supply the Territory of New Mexico with
a district court. Salaries were provided, of 1,000 p". for
the district judge, 500 p'. for an attorney general, 500 p'.
for a clerk of the district judge, and 300 ps. for a constable
of the district judge. The plan for such a court failed,
however, because there was not a single qualified lawyer
then resident in New Mexico.'
The authorities then decided to send to Santa Fe an
asseor', or legal adviser to the territorial authorities,
and Lie. Don Eleuterio Maria de Lagarza was named;
but in November, 1830, he informed the deputation at Santa
Fe that he had resigned the office. By the spring of 1831,
however, a lawyer had been secured and had arrived in
Santa Fe! This was Lie. Antonio Barreiro.
It is tantalizing to know so little as we do about a man
who played an important part in the early affairs of New
Mexico. Perhaps it is a safe inference that he was comparatively young and recently married; he speaks of "his
son" being born in this country which he had come to love
with devoted ardor: On June 1, 1832, he dispatched to his
superior the descriptive sketch which he had been asked
to prepare, and which is here edited. In August of the
same year he was president of a "grand commission" in
Santa Fe which arranged the observance that year of the
national festivity on September 16th: In February, 1833,
1. Old Santa Fe, 1, p, 271.
2.
Ibid.
3. See the last paragraph of the Oieada.
4. Old Santa Fe, I, p. 364,
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Barreiro was elected the deputy from New Mexico to the
national congress in Mexico City.'
It is reasonably certain that it was Antonio Barreiro
who purchased and introduced into New Mexico the first
and only printing-press of Mexican times." It is beyond
question that, after returning in the summer of 1834 from
his first term in congress, he started on this press the first
periodical which was ever published in New Mexico.' No
copy has survived, nor is even the name known, but on
October 8, 1834, when preparing to leave for another twoyear term in congress to which he had been re-elected,
the minutes of the deputation for that day record the fact
that he had presented them with "a file of the periodical
which he published in this capital.'"
With this departure from Santa Fe we lose sight of
Barreiro. How much of his second biennium as deputy to
congress he served, we do not know - possibly he continued
until the change, a year later, from the federal to the departmental system of government which affected the whole
nation.'
Barreiro wrote his Ojea.da sobre Nuel'o Mexico nearly
a hundred years ago, and it is interesting to note the meager
and imperfect knowledge which contemporary New Mexicans of that time had regarding the earlier history of their
territory. The chief value of the work, however, lies in
the discriminating yet sympathetic picture which it gives
of New Mexico as it then was, presented not by one who
had grown up within the territory but by one of cultured
mind and legal training who had come to New Mexico from
la tierr'u afuera, the outer world, and who wrote therefore
with a cosmopolitan point of view. This is thought sufficient reason for republishing the little work in the city
where it was first written.
5.
6.

II';d., I, 854.
Ibid., I, 365.

7.
8.
9.

Ibid.
Ibid., note.
Old Santa Fe,

n, •.
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A GLANCE OVER NEW MEXICO
DISCOVERY OF NEW MEXICO

It is said that Alvarez Nunez and certain other Spaniards, saved from the shipwreck of Panfilo Narvaez in Florida, came overland even to Mexico by way of this territory,
and that it was they who gave to these natives some notion
of the Catholic religion, and who reported to their government so that the conquest of this country might be undertaken.
Others, without mentioning this improbable wandering,
relate how the lay "religious," Fr. Marcos de Niza, son of
the Province of the Holy Gospel, discovered this country in
the year 1581,' having reached the pueblos which are now
named Zuni but which in those times were called the Province of Cibola: However that may be, it is certain that
Juan de Onate, bearing letters patent from Philip. II addressed to the viceroy of Mexico Zuniga y Acevedo, Count
of Monterey, entered New Mexico in the year 1595 with
the first Spaniards who 'populated it, bringing with him
sixty-five Franciscan religious."
As soon as the Indians had recovered from the first
surprise occasioned by the arrival of men whom they took
to be gods; when also the charm had passed from the baubles
with whi~h it was sought to bedazzle them; and the instant
that they were persuaded that their conquerors sought
only the idol of gold and were ambitious to have slaves, the
pueblos of New Mexico break out in a truly heroic struggle
1. The discovery occurred in 1539. The date given is of the later entrada by
Fray Agustin Ruiz and Chamuscado.
2. The author again depended on unreliable information. The correct number of Franciscans was ten, and Onate's act~l'\l entrance . . . was not until 1598. Vide
Hammond, G. P., Onate and the F'oundfng of N..,v Mexico (N. Me",. /liBt.orksl
Ret'iew, I-II).
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against their fierce oppressors, and slew the governor and
the religious: the only Spaniards who escaped being those
who fled for refuge to the pueblos of EI Paso del Norte.
This took place about the year 1644.'
In the reign of Philip III the Province was entered
for reconquest by Don Diego Vargas Zapata, marquis of
Nava, and the conquerors advanced up the Rio Bravo del
Norte to the 46° (north latitude).' The French assert that
they made entry here, but this is a very crass misrepresentation, because in later years or at the time of the discovery of
Louisiana they visited an arm of the Mississippi which is
to the west of the true mouth or that river, about fifty
leagues from its legitimate entrance to the sea; and they
put it down as the Rio Bravo del Norte, confounding it
with the river which is so in fact and which is far distant
from that river on the same coast.
Founded upon such an erroneous opinion perhaps the
United States will base a pretence to the regions which extend to the left bank of our Rio del Norte, claiming that
river as the boundary of Louisiana; but in proof that such
a pretension is ridiculous and unfounded one must bear
carefully in mind the treaty of friendship and settlement
of differences and boundaries which was drawn up in the
year 1821 by Don Luis de Oniz and Mr. John Quincy Adams
as plenipotentiaries, the former for the king of Spain and
the latter for the government of the United States, since
in it the boundary is designated which separates this Republic and that of the north. If the United States had had
any possible title to throw over any lands which they covet,
3. Author's note no. 1 at this point reads: "The pueblos of San Juan and
Pecos were the only ones which saved their missionaries in this revolution. Another
missionary escaped death by flight to Mexico and carried with him an image ot
the Virgin, called Our Lady ot the War Club, which is venerated in the great
convent of San Francisco in Mexico."
4. Very little is yet known regarding the outbreak of 1644. It is here confused with the successful uprising of 1680. Notice in this paragraph the Mexican
point of view towards the Spanish conquisCadoTc8.
5. Either a printer's mistake for 36°. or an intentional exaggeration by the
author. The Rio Bravo, of course, was the present Rio Grande.
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it is incredible that they would not have demanded them
at that time from the king of Spain. But turning from
this digression into which the subject has naturally led
me, I will resume the consideration of New Mexico.
With the development and consolidation of the conquered countries many settlements were being fOr:rned, and
to this Territory was given the name of New Granada.
The first mission was located in Teguayo,· and it is asserted that by the year 1608 more than eight thousand souk
had already been baptized.'
In the year 1611 the captain already mentioned, Juan
de Oi'iate, set out from this country towards the east and
discovered the Canibaros Lakes (but which they are is not
known,) .and also a red river which seems to be that of the
Cadaudachos, or of the Palisade; and from this occupation
issues the indubitable right which our nation has to all the
lands which are found east of this Territory.
8

GEOGRAPHICAL EXTENT AND POSITION OF NEW MEXICO

The Territory of New Mexico is one of the most re6. Rather curiously stated but correct. Teguay6 was that part of the Pueblo
In;lian world occupied by the Tegua (Tewa) linguistic stock, cxt~nding from thJ
present Santa Fe northwards to the region of the pueblo of San Juan, where thC'
first colony under Don Juan de Onate was established. And here also. naturally.
was the center of the first work by the Franciscan missionaries. But the naml'
"Teguayo" very early became dissociated from- the country of the then rewa:,
and shrouded with a veil of mystery and legend. ~~bout the year 1668 Govcrno~'
Penalosa represented it to the viceroy in Mexico as a field for further discovery
lying north of the "kingdom of New M~xico.'· And a. century later. in a letter
written to his superior, Fr. Morfi, Fr. Escalante gave as his opinion (bRsed on
the diary of Onate and other ancient writers) that "Teguayo::;)hould be considere(j
at the most two hundred leagues to the northwest of Santa Fe; and it is nothingbut the land by way of which the Tihuas, Tehuas, and the other Indians tranti~
migrated to this kingdom: which is clearly shown by the ruins of the pue.blo~ whicJI
I have seen in it, the. form of which was the same that they afterwards gave to
theirs in New Mexico. . . To which is added 'the tradition prevailing- with them.
which proves the same." (Twitchell, Spanish Archives of N. M" II, pp. 3, 27~)
These views found expression in maps of the 17th and 18th centuries. whether by
French. Spanish, . Dutch. or English cosmographers.
All which show Teguay6.
place it northwest of Santa Fe beyond the occupied r~gions of New Mexico in
one ca~e as far away as the shores of Great Salt Lake. Sec N. M. Hist.. Rev.•
II. Oct., map by Coronelli (168-): also N. Mex. Hi.t. Society, map collection:
N. de Fer (1700). Bellin (1704). Schenck (1710?l. Alzate y Ramirez (1768l.. Clouet
(1782) Juan Lopez (1786), Moithey (1789).

6
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lnote divisions of our Republic which lies to the north.
Geographically it extends from the 33° to the 45° of latitude: reaching some three hundred leagues from south to
north, and almost the same number from east to west.'·
Its northern boundary is with the State of Missouri pertaining to the United States and with other regions abl'tolutely unknown. On the south it is contiguous with the
.state of Chihuahua; on the east with the State of Coahuila
and Texas, and with the Territory of Arkansas pertaining
to the United States of America; and on the west with
Sonora. Nothing can be said exactly as to its elevation
above sea-level, or as to other circumstances of its location,
because the data for this are lacking.
The surface of the country is cut from south to north
by the great cordillera, so that the land might well be
mountainous, but the greater part consists of immense
plains and delightful valleys, clothed with very abundant
pasturage.
It has rivers of abundant water and completely separated: such are the Pecos, the Colorado," the Napeste,"
and various others, but the principal one is the Rio Bravo
or Del Norte which I will now describe.
The Rio Bravo or Del Norte is the principal river of
New Mexico and, according to reports, has its source in
the Mount of the Cranes. Its general course is from west
to east, to its mouth in the Gulf of Mexico, and its tributaries are the rivers of Taos, Don Fernando, Tesuque,
l3

7. The date given is significant. Sh~rtly after 1608, the seat of ~o\'el'nMent
was moved from San Gabriel to the n~w settlement at Santa Fe.
8. Possibly another press error. Onate's expedition to the plains was in IG01.
9. Which would be the northern line of the present state of Wyoming.
10. Author's note no. 2 at this point reads:
HAll thc8e geographical llOt.eB
1U'e full of a thousand error:;, as nothing is known ('xactly and we -8peak only from
,iO-formed conjectures and worse information."
11. He means the Red River. south oC the Co.nadian.
12. The Arkansas Riv€r.
13. Ce'rro de las {lruUa.s._ Three different maps by Don Bernardo de Miera
")T Pacheco (all of 1779) show the "Sierra de las Grullas" along the upper (,ourse
.-:>f the Chama River, northwl,~st of Santa Fe; Probably Rarreiro had no information as to ti1e source of the main Btreanl of the Rio Grand.c.
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:Mora, Tecolote, Gallinas, Pecos, Santa Ana," Puerco, Santa
Barbara, Ojo Caliente, Chama, Picuries, and Santa Fe.'"
This voluminous Nile is, so to speak, the soul of the Territory, for her richest settlements are upon its truly picturesque margins. The variety of its shady groves, the charming woods which adorn it, the diverse prospects afforded
by its meadows cultivated by a multitude of laboring men,
the countless herds which quench their thirst in its floods,
and that unnumbered myriad of exquisite birds ',vilich enliven it, as also the abundant savory fish which it nourishes
in its ,vaters, make New Mexico seem to the sight of the
observer a place of veritable delights.
The waters of the Rio Bravo themselves are clear and
pure, but they are muddied by the turgid Abiquiu which
empties into it through the .Chama River.
According to Humboldt, this river has a length of five
hundred and twelve maritime leagues. Melting snows occasion its extraordinary freshets, these beginning in April,
reaching their height in May, and diminishing in June.
It is related that ill 1752 the main channel suddenly
went dry for some thirty leagues above EI Paso and for
some twenty more belo·w. The waters precipitated themselves into a newly formed channel and reappeared near
San Elceario; but three weeks later the waters returned to
their ancient course.
The river is fordable when there is. no freshet, but at
such a time it is passible only by canoe. There is scarcely
a year that some lamentable mishap does not occur, which
would be avoided with suitable bridges, even though temporary ones, as there have been in times past. Certain
private individuals have desired to provide this benefit in
return for the tolls that would be allowed them, though
I know not on what terms; but the real remedy would be
to construct a good bridge of stone-work at a proper loca14. The Je:mcz. River.
15. Author'~ note no. 3 reads: "Some ot.her ri,,{-r1'3 are tributary to it, but
outside of the Territory."
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tion, as there is abundant material for it, and although the
government should expend a considerable sum to carry out
this project, yet it would soon be returned with interest,
since all the world would gladly pay the tolls which would
be imposed.'"
LAKES

Of the various lakes· in the Territory there are two
principal ones. The first is that which is found thirty-four
leagues southwest from the capital and which gives the
name to the nearby pueblo. It is some two thousand varas"
in circumference, and its sweet waters, coming from a
great spring some eight leagues distant and from other
smaller ones, form a fairly deep reservoir of which the
people avail themselves to irrigate a large part of their
fields.
The second lake is that found in the heights of the
Santa Fe Range, but I shall speak of it in the corresponding place.
MOUNTAIN AND RANGES

I have said that the Cordillera crosses this Territory
from south to north. There are other ranges and mountains
also, well supplied with all kinds of choice timber, the
foliage of which affords charming scenery. Many ranges
are found which have lofty peaks always crowned with
snow, among them the Nambe range being the most notable, since the slopes of one side are in view from this
capital.
THE SANTA FE RANGE

The sierra of Santa Fe which lies to the east rises to
16. For some account of earlier efforts in the matter of bridge::;, see Bloom.
L. B., Early Bridges in New Mexico <School of American Research. PalJen;.)
17. A little over a mile.

SOURCE OF THE SANTA FE RIVER
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a very considerable elevation," and on its summit is found
a beautiful lake, the mother of the fair-sized stream which
bathes this capital. The river dashes down from that great
height through a canon which is alluring to mechanical
projects, so that many men of enterprise should enrich
themselves by the establishment of mills and other machinery moved by water.
An Anglo-American company, recognizing this fact,
has set up a private plant for the making of whiskey and
very shortly we shall appreciate how valuable and lucrative such establishments are going to be. How long shan
we be .strangers on our own soil? How long will it be before we shall recognize the veritable fountains of wealth
which we possess? In this sierra are timbers of great
value and trees of enormous girth which seemingly intend
to. hide their tops in the sky. Of these the most famous
is the spruce, more than forty vams tall and from five to
seven varas thick.'"
There are also the royal pine, the
ayacahuite,"o cedar, juniper, oak, and others well adapted
by their grain and beauty for all uses to which lumber is
put.
The wise Author of Nature has placed within the folds
of this Cordillera a wonderful store of water which gives
source to that multitude of copious streams which enrich
and irrigate with their waters widely scattered lands both
in this Republic and also in that of North America:'
ROADS

The interior roads of this Territory are on the whole
18. Lake Peak rising to 12,380 ft .. is ~x(~eeded by eight other peaks. farther
north in the tiume range. The four Truchas Peaks. all over 13,000 ft. accordin~
to the U. S. Geological Survey, are the highest in New Mexico.
19. The l1R1'a is n short yard, 33 inches.
20.
Th~ significance of ayacahuitc has not been discovered. Like nhuehuete
(a species of big tree in Mexico. of which some of the Jar~'l"st specimeng are to
be found in the Chapultapec Gardens, Mexico City). this \vord has the aPllenrance
of Nahuatl origin, but to what kind of timber in the Santa J."c ltange it was ap~
plied by llurreiro is not apparent.
21. Barreiro is thinking of the Rocky 1\lountains al:'- a whole.
Few realize.
for examJlle, that the :MisRouri River is mnch longer than the Mississippi.
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convenient, for most of them follow the rivers and pass
through settlements where there is much hospitality. They
are all used by vehicles except that which leads to Taos
by way of La Canada," for on that road a very high range
scarcely permits horses to pass through its defiles. All
roads are secure and the traveller journeys without fear
that a highwayman may relieve him of his effects or murder
him.
The road to the United States by the route to Missouri
is very beautiful, for it traverses immense plains and for
most of the way follows the banks of rivers which present
views of the greatest variety. In the distance of more
than two hundred and fifty leagues, no settlement is encountered and only numerous Gentile'" nations are seen
until one arrives at the first settlements of North America
in the county of Jefferson. Caravans of Anglo-Americans
travel this road annually; but in a separate section this
matter will be discussed.
CLIMATE

As a general observation, it is said to be colder in New
Mexico than in Europe in the same latitudes, and the difference is usually considered to be equivalent to nine or'
ten degrees of latitude.
Many days in winter the mercury drops to zero Remaur/' and prevailingly there are north winds which are
very cold and penetrating. In the next section I am going
to give a more detailed idea of the winted season.
WINTER

As the New Mexican winter so particularly impresses
22. Santa Cruz.
23. A term commonly a9plied to Indian tribes which had not heen brought
under Mother Church.
2·1. By th .... Rcmaur thermometer, 0" is equivalent to 32° Far-enheit, or freezing
temperature.
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all those who know that cold is experienced here, I wish

to present some notes relative to it. As a rule winter begins in September and is most severe in December and
January. By February it modifies and as early as Aprii
or May the temperature is highly agreeable.
Many years, the snows are very abundant, especially
in the heights where they always remain. When the winter
is extreme the cold becomes insupportable, the largest
streams are congealed to their very beds and the ice takes
on such solidity and thickness that well-loaded wagons,
pack trains and people on horseback may cross on it, and
it serves as a solid and well constructed bridge for every
manner of traffic.
In the cow-houses, often times, the milk congeals almost on issuing from the cow's udder and one can carry
it in a napkin to melt it in his house and to use it as desired.
In short, the cold produces after this manner rare and
astonishing phenomena.
Some will believe that, the fact being as stated, men
cannot live in this country. But such an idea is a fantas~;
by which various persons are terrified, for the climate
of New Mexico is truly healthful. Here people live to
prolonged days and there are numerous aged persons of
ninety, a hundred, and even more years of age. On the
other hand, the climate is mollified by the abundant ami
rich pelts which this country affords for protection, and
the houses have winter apartments with comfortable and
warm chambers where the hearths are always glowing.
The men out in the field are those who generally suffer
from the rigors of the season, for many have their extremities frozen by the cold and others lose their lives,
considerable losses in the flocks being sustained from the
same cause.
POPULATION

According to statistics, New Mexico has a population
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of 41,458 inhabitants. The greater part of her population
is extended along the borders of the Rio del Norte within
fl. distance of sixty or seventy leagues, but this immense
~ountry is found almost unpeopled.
The places which have the greatest number are: Santa
Fe, the capital of the Territory, Alburquerque, Taos, and
Santa Cruz de la Canada.
Santa Fe.- It is in 36° 30" north latitude and 24°
15" longitude,''' watered by a river of the same name, and
according to data, it lies some three hundred and forty
feagues to the northwest of New Orleans. By a census
taken in 1831 its population amounts to 5,275 persons.
A quarter of a league distant is found a sierra covered with various kinds of timber which furnish the people
with an abundance of fuel (this is the Santa Fe range lying to the east which I have already mentioned). The
principal plaza is quadrilateral in shape and is fairly large.
Its north side is occupied by the edifice known by the name
of Palace, and by a small part of the city-wall. Although
the edifice mentioned is very spacious, it is partly in ruins
and is in general disrepair. In it lives the governor,'" and
it has the hall where the Deputation holds its sessions,
and various suites which serve as offices for the company
pay-master, the commissary, the barracks, the guard-house
- all in the worst state imaginable. In the center of the
same square and upon an adobe base some three varas in
height is found a sundial which is the only public clock
which the authorities and employees have to guide them.
It was erected by Governor Don Antonio Narbona and
upon it is enscribed this apothegm from the Scripture:
vita fugit SiCltt umbra." Various private houses take up
25.
lndicated
26.
27.

West from Washington. Possiby by another printer's error, second.:: fire
instead of minutes.
Then known by the title nC!1! politico.
Life fleeth like a shadow"· Vide Job 14 :2.
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the south side, and in the center of it is the church kno\vn
by the name of Castrense."'
The east and west sides are occupied by private houses,
on the east being found also a commodious but dirty hall
in which the oyuntarniento'" holds its sessions, and on the
west side is a neat and charming oratory dedicated to the
Most Holy Trinity.
From the corners of this plaza branch off the streets
which form the city. Their course is very crooked and the
chief of them is, like the plaza, adorned with wooden
portals." In the outskirts are found many houses placed
at random and at rather troublesome distances for frequent and daily intercourse. Santa Fe has five churches
and two public oratories, but as these are of adobe and
some of them are almost abandoned they present an exceedingly unpleasant appearance. With the plaza towards
the north as its center we find the city-wall which in former
times was famous for its length and good construction.
Although the private residences are low and built of
adobe, many of them are roomy and quite attractive. There
are a number of clothing stores and a regular commerce.
Santa F'e has locations well suited for public promenades and the abundance of cottonwood trees close by them
would make the task very easy for any beneficent man
who might wish to do this service.
The Villa of Al.burque1'que.- This town is siLuated on
the east bank of the Rio Bravo del Norte, westwards from
this capital and distant some thirty-three leagues.
1'0.08.- This is a pueblo located at the foot of the range
of that name, and watered by a river which divides it in
28. The military chapel, built by General Valverde y Cosio bet ween the year~
1717 ana 1722. It had two towers and was dedicated to Our Lady of Lig'ht~. Fide
Davi:-:;, £.J Gri,lfJo. til:); Twitchell. StOl'lI of Old Sauta Fr:, ;)0. 1;;4, :1:~·t.
zn. The town-c:ouncil.
~iO.
This would be th~ street no\\' known n:- San Fran(:i~co St.. east to th\.'
Cathedral. Rnd ,vest and across the river to the Guadalupe Church. Originally the
plaza \'xtt'ndecl clear to the cathedral, but lon~ before Barreiro's time. building::)
_had encroached on· the eastc:rn hnlf of the p}aza. l'it!rJ Urritla map of SantA. Fe
(1768) .
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two. Its population is scattered in three plazas or sections, one of which is the pueblo of Indians whose dwellings are the most distinctive in the Territory, presenting
an astonishing sight because of their height, for each house
consists of four, five and six stories. Their occupants are
reputed to be the most valiant in New Mexico and they
have given repeated proofs of this in the continuous campaigns which they wage with the barbarous nations to
the north.
The plaza or settlement of San Fenwndo.- Situated
in the beautiful valley of Taos, it is about two leagues distant from the pueblo, and it is here that the curate has his
abode since it is central to the whole population.
The plaza" of El Rancho.- It lies to the south of San
Fernando and about half a league away. It has a moderate
population and is celebrated for the famous mill established
there by the stranger from North America, Don Juan
Rolliens,32 for the manufacture of whiskey.
The Valley of Taos.- This is certainly one of the
most beautiful and fruitful parts of the Territory. The
foliage on the mountains which surround it, the different
streams which water it, and other scenic beauties present
to one's view charms which are truly delightful. In years
of sterility or lack of seed it is the valley of Taos which
has sufficient for all New Mexico and the people there
always have enough remaining for their own maintenance.
Taos is celebrated moreover for its commerce and because it is, as it were, the point of contact at which the
great companies of beaver trappers regularly touch when
they leave the United States. and it serves as a center for
other companies. Taos is the most northern town to be
31. Author's note no. 1 rend,;;: "It should be understood that in New Mexico
the word plaza is a term used to signify or to indicate that there is a group of
houses in some place."
32. According to :ocal tradition, supplied by Mr. L. Pascual Martinez of Taos.
a "John Rawlins" lived at Taos in the early '305. He and a brother were enga:;ted
in the fur trade and later established a distillery, or vinatero. about three miles
up the little Rio Grande canon, in charge of one Pedro Antonio Gallegos. Later,
according- to Taos tradition, the Rawlins brothers left for California.
.
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found in the Republic, and it is distant from Santa Fe about
forty leagues.
The villa of Santa Cruz de la C(~iiada.- Situated in
the angle formed by the Chimayo river and the Bravo del
Norte, it is found some ten leagues from Santa Fe towards
the northwest.
INDIAN PUEBLOS

The pueblos of Indians are: Taos, Xemes, Santa Clara,
Pecuris, San Ildefonso, Pojoaque, Nambe, Tezuque, Pecos,
Cochite, Sia, Santo Domingo, San Felipe, Sandia, la Isleta,
la Laguna, Zuni, Acoma and Santa Ana. The spiritual care
of these pueblos is entrusted to the religious of the Province of the Holy Evangel of Mexico, but unfortunately
they are in the most doleful neglect, since only five of them
have missionary fathers, so that, if the zeal of the government does not speedily take the most active measures to
remedy such an evil, the vacant missions never will be
occupied and the cure of souls of the unhappy natives will
continue to suffer from the enormous lacks which it has
long endured.
The pueblos named are certainly of an original construction, since they are built like well defended ramparts.
They have two or more stories and the lower apartments,
generally called Gois, are completely enclosed, and overhead (in the rafters) are located small doors with ladders
which lead to their floors. The upper stories are found
to have corridors and wooden balconies, but always towards the interior or plaza of the pueblo, thus affording a
system well suited for defense in case of attack by the
barbarians who are on all sides of New Mexico.
All the pueblos have their estufas, for so the natives
term certain underground rooms built with only one door,
where they gather to rehearse their dances, to celebrate
their feasts, and to hold their councils. These are like
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impenetrable temples where they congregate to consider
in secret their misfortunes or successes, their pleasures or
sorrows, and the doors are always closed to the Spaniards,
for so they call us.
All these pueblos, notwithstanding the sway which
Religion has over them, cannot forget certain teachings
which have been handed down to them by tradition and
which they are careful scrupulously to teach to their descendants; whence arises the adoration which they pay to
the sun, to the moon and to the other heavenly bodies, the
regard which they have for fire, &c. &c.
In many of the pueblos named they work every kind
of jars or pots for house use, and these Indians in general
are given to husbandry, to hunting and fishing; they make
saddle-trees, tan hides, mill flour, and make other products;
some of them can read and write, and they all have a ready
speech, quick judgment, and an uncultivated but persuasive
eloquence. In their decisions they are dilatory, in everything they act by common agreement, and in their dealings
they are exceedingly virtuous and truthful. The said pueblos have different idioms but they speak Spanish. Rarely
does hunger assail them because their foresight leads them
to work with prudence. They put an extreme value on
eagles; there is scarcely a pueblo but has one or more of
them, which they catch alive at the cost of great effort.
With the feathers of these birds they construct their best
arrows which they use in war and sell at high price to the
Gentiles for horses and other valuable effects. It is said
that the feather of the eagle possesses a wonderful virtue
for cleaving and cutting the air and many almost incredible
illustrations are related in proof of this assertion, but the
only evidence of this property which has to be cited is the
diligence which all the warlike and barbarous nations of
these regions show to buy pottery adorned with the eagle
feather design.'"
33. Possibly Ilarreiro means the diminutive ceremonial jars adorned ,,,,ith the
actual "hreath featller" of the eaule. but in either ease the author seems unawnr~
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In concluding the section in which I have discussed the
Indians of New Mexico, I will say that their customs, ceremonies and dances arouse in the OIle who considers them
a thousand pathetic reflections. Yes, they recall generations now gone forever, times buried in oblivion, and days
of calamity, of oppression and of shame when a ferocious
nation dared to conquer great Mexico and, with criminal
intent tried to exterminate her indigenous races. Ancient
Mexicans! Now do ye pertain only to history, and your
survivors will perish very shortly 1"'
A GENERAL IDEA OF THE POPULATION

I have already stated at the beginning that the estimated population of New Mexico exceeded 40,000 souls,
but as the data on which this calculation is based are incomplete, because the reports are still lacking as to the
number of souls in many places, it ought to be set at 50,000.
We cannot state the relation of births to deaths even in
one year, and as there are not sufficient statistical reports
it is clear that the proportion in births and deaths to the
number of inhabitants can be of still less value for determining approximately the advance in population; but it
can be stated pretty affirmatively that the ratio is favorable to humanity.
I have already said that the pueblos of Indians are
diminishing considerably, and this loss of population can be
attributed to no other cause than to a deep seated abuse
which obtains among the Indian women, for they do not
wish to bear more than four children and they attain their
object by means of heverages which they take to that end.
of the ceremonial sig-nificance of the eagle. or piercing- eye and soaring- hig-h above
all other birds. the cagle \Val:' to the Puculo Indian symbolic of the "Father Sky"
Hnd

wa:i

thp.

great "rain

bring-pr."

An

eagle

ff:ather

dCHign

in

pottery

decora-

tion was. therefore. in crfE-'ct a prayer for rain -- so e.:-gential to all life in the
scmi·arid southwc:-;t.
34. Author'~ rlOtc no. 5 reads: "It 1;3 noticed that the Indian race is becomingextinct .. for the pueblos mentioned are diminit;hingo c~nsiderably from day to day."
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prejudicial, so that it would be desirable for the proper
It will be seen that this abuse is very transcendant and
authorities to be on the watch and to avail themselves of
all possible means to eradicate it.
ITS NATURAL PRODUCTS IN THE ANIMAL KINGDOM

The Buffalo.- The buffalo is a species of ox found in
these parts in incredible abundance. This class of animals
goes in herds. Their meat is of the most delicious taste,
as it is very succulent and tender, and their tongues, better
than those of the cow, make a delicious food. The buffalo
are swift runners and do not lack for strength, courage
and ferocity. When tamed they show great docility and
learn many things, becoming attached to their owner. In
desiring the female they become furious, bellow with grief,
and rush against some post with such violence as to blunt
their horns. They are nine feet in length, little more or
less, and will measure some five or six feet in height. In
their other details they resemble the common ox, hut
between the head and the withers they have a hump. Their
horns are small considering the size of the animal, gTaycolored for half their length and black from there to the tip.
This colossal quadruped, while seeming to manifest
only deformities, is nevertheless of wonderful beauty. His
head, which is of normal size with respect to his body, appears to have extraordinary bulk because of the long thick
hair which covers it and which it has underneath the lower
jaw, on the jowls, the dewlap, and between the forelegs.
The hair is more silky and lustrous than wool. On the
shoulders and on the hump or crook the hair grows thick,
long and as if crimped, yet is exceedingly fine to the touch.
This kind of crest gives the buffalo the noble and majestic
presence of the lion. The long hair of the head covers his'
ears which are not very large. He has beautiful eyes,
round and with blue pupils, and by them one knows instantly
whether he is enraged or tranquil. His mouth has eight

BARREIRO'S OJEADA

91

incisors, very white in the lower jaw, while his tongue is
long and dark. The buffalo change their hair yearly,
that which covered them in winter dropping from them
in summer. Their tail is about sixteen inches long and
ends in a tassel of long soft hair.
Buffalo hunting.- The inhabitants of this country
hunt the buffalo in the months of June and October. Accordingly in the latter month, after gathering their har,,-est, they assemble in caravans and set out in different
directions. In October they aim to hunt buffalo cows, since
that is the season when they are found to be very fat and
the bulls are thin; and in June they hunt the bulls, for the
same reason applies inversely. The weapons suitable in
this chase are lances, arrows and the musket, but this last
is used to little advantage.
Some hunters are extremely dexterous and kill twelve,
fifteen and more head in a single chase. At the place where
they make their real (for so they term the place where
they dismount) care is taken not to make any smoke, since
that frightens the herd; and 'a like caution must be observed not to burn buffalo bones.
The hides of the buffalo killed in June are not made
use of, because that is the time of shedding, but those
taken in October and in winter are well furred and very
fine.
The hunt is made on swift horses, trained for the purpose. At the very lowest estimate ten or twelve thousand
head are killed annually, and if to this slaughter be added
that made by the numberless swarms of natives who subsist off the buffalo herd, one can appreciate how prolific
that herd is, in that it suffers no lessening, for at any
time it is to be seen over the plains in vast droves, forming a horizon which the vision fails to comprehend.
If places for salting meat and for tanning hides should
be established in this Territory, the chase would be very
much more profitable, and especially so since the meat,
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tongues and hides of the buffalo are highly esteemed generally.
Advantages which might be taken from the buffalo
he1'd.- Since the buffalo is so docile that he loves the company of man and as he is so easily domesticated, it is clear
that the buffalo might constitute a great part of our wealth,
if care were taken in breeding and multiplying them after
their decimation. The animal is one to which, because of
his structure and the dimensions of all his bones, many
naturalists attribute a strength double that of the ox; where~
fore agriculture should anticipate immense advantages if
buffalo were to be employed in place of our oxen in tilling
the soil, as moreover it is known through certain experiments that they are more active than oxen in the work of
plowing.
On the other hand, what part of the buffalo is wasted?
His meat is very healthful and savory, his lard is good
and his suet excellent; his wool is well suited for weaving
and the hides are useful and valuable. His horns are so
jet black that they admit of a beautiful polish and can be
made into many useful and ornamental articles which would
be exceedingly becoming if embellished with mother-ofpearl or with silver. In these ways, behold how New Mexico might find in the buffalo herd a source of wealth from
which to inprove her agriculture and to embellish her
arts.
The sorrel deer or "bu-ra."- The figure of this animal
is certainly gallant. Its body is like that of a mule, and
its antlers astonish one's eyes by their grandeur, their
branches rising from six to seven feet from base to tip.
The flesh is said to be bad but the skins are very valuable.
The Gentiles tan them very well and from them they get
fine leather, larger than a cowhide.
Wild horses or mustangs.- There are an abundance
of them and they are very useful when domesticated.
Sheep and -rams which they call cimarron.- They say
that the cimarron sheep and rams flee to the highest cliffs
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<'lnd that from enormous heights they let themselves fall
headlong, the tremendous shock of which they receive on
their thiek horns and thus they sustain no injury, beginning to run the· instant after they alight. The use which
might be made of the skins of the cimarron would be many,
as they are exceedingly soft. The Gentiles get a very fine
chamois skin from them, of which they make their best
shirts, which they value more highly than we do our shirts
of c9,mbric.
Small stock.- The many thousands of sheep which
aloe pj:oduced in the Territory are without comparison in
all the Republic. This stock increases from· day to day
in all almost incredible manner and it may be said that, if
New Mexico establishes peace with the barbarous nations
upon a permanent footing and attains that degree of enlightenment which would teach her how advantageously to
conduct her commerce in sheep, she will flourish in this
industry alone as much as Chihuahua has through her
mines. Happy will that time be when the government shall
extend a protecting hand to this land, for then will these
fields, now wild and desert, be converted into rich and happy
pastures!
The herding of goats.- This branch cannot be said to
amount to much, and the herding of swine has no attention
whatever.""
"Hens of the earth."- So they call turkeys in this
country. There is a myriad of them in the woods and as
is already known their flesh is very delicate. Few make a
35.

It is significant that Barreiro does not even mention any industry in
Cattle had been introduced before thc end of the 16th cent.ury, yet even for domestic purposes their place was largely taken by the buffalo
-and other game animals which, as already shown, supplied meat, lard, tallow,
furs and leather. At this time cattle seem to have been too insignificant to mention
.as an industry but, twenty years before, they made a small showing in the statistics
given at the cortes in Spain by Deputy Pedro Bautisto Pino. Vide Bloom, L. B.,
New Mexico llnder Mexican .4dministration, 1821-46 (Old Santa Fe, I. 37).
gatUUlo mayor, cattle.
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business of hunting them, and none tame and domesticate
them so as to have them in flocks.""
Hunting and fishing in geneml.- Parti-colored deer,
gray, and long-tail abound; also bear of all colors, rabbits
a~d hares, partridge, quail, crane, duck, geese and other
fine game.
In the streams trout are taken, eel, catfish, stickleback,
Shoal-fish, mud-turtle and tortoise, all savory and the last
named as heavy as two pounds.
VEGETABLE PRODUCTS

The vegetable products found ill New Mexico are those
usual to countries of her temperature. Besides those mo~t
essential for the maintenance of her inhabitants, gardenproduce is raised in abundance and excellent fruits. Her
sierras are heavily timbered with many and beautiful woods
such as the fir, the ayacahuite, cedar, juniper, oak and other
kinds of large girth and extremely tall; for firs may be
seen more than forty varas tall and from five to seven
thiclc Many fine resins are met with also, and some so
aromatic that they can vie with the incense termed
"Castilian."
Fruits.- These are few in number but of especial
flavor. There are very good apples, apricots, wild strawberries and mulberries, plums, grapes, peaches, cherries, excellent canteloupes37 and watermelons.
Medicinal herbs.- There are herbs of extraordinary
virtue for the curing of all kinds of sickness. The Pueblo
Indians and the Gentiles understand them perfectly and
apply them with great skill. To a man equipped with
botanical knowledge the plants referred to would afford
sufficient material for long study and perhaps for very
useful discoveries.
:6. And Yet, except for a few dogs, this was the one domesticated animal
in the Southwest in prehistoric times.
~7.
Not the "Rocky Ford" but evidently the kind still raised b;:.· Pueblo Indians.
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r~,rod~1c.ts

of t.his S·pG:2.~(;[, \~.'hic:l1 i>~(;',v l':1(~X~SO 1~a5
belt those accounted to be the most important
are le2d in abundance, copper, i~'on, hard coal, .-!c'8pel', sul-

al'(~ l1l,mel'CWj,

phur, crystallized g:VlJSUii.l, alum, <mel ble.
lVloreover there are some ordinary clays and others
worthy of attention for their quality and fineness. In the
pueblo of Acoma is found a black-colored clay cailed bal'1"OpiedrCL (stone clay) from vvhich the pott8r's Iv1:2el can
turn out any sort of vessel commcmly llsed in tlL) ho[,s8."·
Jj)a:rths of difft:)'!'en,t: co!c:?'s.--- l~here ~1:re n~.ft:i/, ;.~:_~;=:h 80S
bluG, gT'2 J2J1, yel1oYv, \vhite, I'2d, and in the pE2bl0 (:-f Zuni
there is a smalt 01' Pnlssian blue which is exceedingly exquisite.
Qua.J'1'Y stones.- Many are found, among them some
of a very white jasper and others of beautiful quality.
Considerable jet is found also, &c. &c., but nothing of this
sort is utilized, nor is any use apparent which might be
possible,
Gold and silve1' mines.- It would soon be known how
many there are in this country if there werE men who ',vould
undertake to develope them or those skilled to work them.
There are some placer mines where virgin gold is found
in small grains and of extreme fineness.'"
AGRICULTULm

Agriculture is utterly negJeeted, for the inhabitants
of this country do not sow any amount, as they might do
to great profit without any douLt. They sow barely what
they consider necessary for their maintenance a part of
the year, and for the rest of t11(~ year they m'e exposed to
a thousand miseries. So that the total value of the crops
undergoes great fkctuatiolls.
33.
3~J.

EXcoc;Jt. that no potter in !\coma or :l!1Y Othlll" pt!(~blo has ('\'(:1'
The "NCVol 'Pbc:ers" ~outh uf S~lnta Fe \\'t.'f~ di:~("u\"("l'('J in

ll'.~'_'d
lS~G.

the \\-!H::e! !
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Already in the section C~1 1u3gcdable prOdl!,cts I have
given a;l idea of ths ganlc:n"p~'oclLl:;2 and fruits, so it is not
necessaty to l'epeat thDt corn, \VhE'at, be.'ws &c. are raised.
Very good cotton also is grown, and very good tobacco.
A vast expanse of lands favOJ'ed by Nature, with climate propitious and adequate for th,~ raising of agricultural products which ought to be the lot of the New Mexicans, is found abandoned because of the bni'barians who
OCCU1)y them or invade them frequently. But the peace
with these eneI~Jies \vhich New Mexico hopes to secm'c will
allo'w her to occupy those fine areas and from them agriculture \Vm rec8ivc~ an extraordin2,ry advancement.
THE ARTS

The arts are in the WOi'St state imaginable, even those
which are indispensable for the primary necessities of life.
W O1~cn fabrics.- These are very rough, since in wool
only coarse work is done, and the cotton weaving is absolutely without merit because of the abundance of foreign
goods, better in quality and cheaper in price:o
There are some Anglo-American artisans established
here, and doubtless we must look to them to improve the
arts in New Mexico, for it is to be believed that the sons of
the country will become instructed in the foreign shops,
or at least that they will be incited by seeing the fine products of these artisans. Among the foreigners there are
tailors, carpenters, excellent gunsmiths, blacksmiths, hatters, tinsmiths, shoemakers, &c. &c.
(to be concluded)
40. This hardly does credit to the Navajo blanket. It would indicate. however.
the Spanish effort to foster the art of weaving had been a complete failure.
except as it survived in the famous Chimayo blanket. Vide Bloom L. B.. Earlll
Weaving in New Mexico (N. Mex. Hist. Review. II. 228-238).
~at

